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Alleluia! 
This is the day the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be Glad!  
 
Lisa and I had the great pleasure of 
experiencing the Easter Vigil at St. Augustine 
Church in Washington, D.C., where we had 
the privilege of witnessing her cousin’s 
husband being received into the church!  
Many times the Pascal candle was placed into 
the fire but the wind kept snuffing out the 
flame.  Finally, after numerous attempts the 
candle stayed lit.  It was a celebration of 
sheer joy within that parish as the light of 
Christ dispelled the darkness and the Holy 
Spirit worked within all of us.  
 
The pastor reflected on how difficult it was 
that windy night to light the Pascal candle.  
He pointed out to us that the powers of 
darkness, the evil one, does not give way to 
the light without a fight.  But our light, the 
power of God’s love manifested in the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ 
cannot be stopped if we just persevere in the 
faith.  
 

We are an Easter People! Let us courageously 
live our daily lives with the joy that comes 
from our knowledge that God, in Christ, loves 
us! Through friendship we can share the joy in 
our hearts with those we encounter that they 
too may desire a life lived in Christ. 
 
It is my great pleasure to announce to the 
community that secretariat has selected the 
Rector and Rectora for the 90th Weekends.   
 
Rector: Jim Connell 
Rectora: Kate Hildenberger  
 
We are honored that they said yes to serve our 
community as Servant-leaders.  Please keep 
them in your prayers.  Team selection is also 
underway so if you get a call from Kate or Jim, 
please prayerfully consider how the Lord may 
be calling you to serve. 
 

De Colores! 

Woody 
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Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of 
your love.  Send forth your  Spirit and they shall be created and you shall renew 
the face of the earth.  O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the 
hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and 
ever rejoice in His consolation, through Christ our Lord.  Amen! 

 

The prayer to the Holy Spirit is very dear to the heart of the Cursillista and a very 

appropriate prayer to reflect on as we prepare to celebrate Pentecost in a few weeks.  

What a great feast to celebrate:  the birthday of the Church!  We have received the 

Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Baptism and that gift of the Spirit has been sealed 

within us in the Sacrament of Confirmation.   

 

The Holy Spirit continues God’s transformative work in the world through us.  The Holy 

Spirit is activated by our willingness to cooperate with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  

I believe that we do not engage the Holy Spirit often enough.  We give God the Father 

and His Son Jesus a great deal of attention but the Holy Spirit does not receive enough 

of our attention.  Maybe as we celebrate Pentecost this year we can make a 

conscientious effort to pray to the Holy Spirit which moves among us constantly to heal 

and restore us and draw us closer to the life of the Holy Trinity! 

       With love and prayers - 

        Fr. Marty Kern 
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James Connell of St. Anne's parish in Bethlehem has been named the Rector for this year's Men's 
Cursillo weekend on October 10- 13. 
 
Jim lived his Cursillo weekend in 2005 and has served on several teams since then.  He is active in his 
parish as a lector. 
 
Jim is an attorney with a general practice in Bethlehem concentrating in Wills and Estate 
Administration and Criminal Defense.  He also serves his clients in other areas of the Law.  Currently he 
serves as an Assistant Public Defender for Northampton County assisting the poor and marginalized 
citizens who find themselves in criminal court. 
 
Jim is married to Soozi who also made her  Cursillo in 2005.  They have 3 children and 4 grandchildren.   
 
Father Anthony P. Mongiello of St. Anne's in Bethlehem has graciously agreed to serve as Spiritual 
Director and Deacon Rich Sewald will be the Assistant Spiritual Director.  Team selection will take place 
shortly and the formation meeting will begin in July. 
 
Please pray for the team and for a large group of candidates.  
 
 
 
 

Greetings from the Rectora on the 90th  Women’s Weekend!  My name is Kate Hildenberger.  I am a 
member of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in Colesville.  I lived  the 64th Women’s 
Cursillo weekend in fall of 2000 and sat at St. Claire’s table.  
 
I am a cradle Catholic and went to Holy Ghost grade school and Bethlehem Catholic High School.  I 
graduated from St. Luke’s School of Nursing and worked as an RN in the Operating Room at St. Luke’s 
for 41 years, retiring in February 2012. 
 
It was during the early 1970’s that I started searching for more from my faith than just attending 
Sunday Mass.  A priest friend mentioned two things I might want to look into: Cursillo and the 
Charismatic Renewal.   I was led to the latter.  It was during my Charismatic Renewal days that I learned 
about and developed a friendship with Jesus.  
 
My prayer life over the years has been a series of beginnings but I have continued to develop and grow 
in my life of faith and prayer.   
 
I have sung  with a number of Parish choirs and presently sing with the Allentown Diocesan Choir.  I 
serve as a Lector and Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist at Assumption, attend weekly Bible Study 
and have also been part of a number of Parish growth retreats. 
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Donations to Cursillo 
In memory of  Rev.  Robert J. Reed 

 
Send to: 

Theresa Racek, Treasurer 
605 N. 13th Street 

Allentown, PA 18102 
 

Checks  should be made payable to:  
Allentown  

Cursillo Movement 

 

St. Augustine’s  Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
 
Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy.  
 
Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy.  
 
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy.  
 
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy.  
 
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy.  
 
Amen.  
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Kerygma 

 
 

The School of Leaders on April 27
th

 featured talks on everything you ever wanted to know about 

kerygma but were afraid to ask!  Kerygma is related to the Greek verb meaning to preach, proclaim 

or announce; to cry or proclaim as a herald.  The three talks of the morning were based on the 

keynote address of the Most Rev. Carlos Sevillas, SJ, Bishop of San Jose and National Cursillo 

Episcopal Advisor, to the National Encounter in August 2016, on the joyful proclamation of the 

Good News. 
 

Deacon Felix “Joe” Lombardo began with an overview of the Bishop’s 

presentation.  Kerygma (which appears 70 times in the New Testament) is an 

appealing proclamation directly and consistently linked to conversion.  

Proclaim with joy!  This is the day the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be 

glad!  
 

Mary Claire Gossé spoke on kerygma and the Pre-Cursillo, comparing our 

experience to John the Baptist.  Although we may begin as shy individuals, 

with the grace of God we are given the courage to preach the gospel message.  In quoting Pope 

Paul VI (Evangelization in the Modern World), she shared with us his thoughts that modern man 

reacts better to witnesses than teachers, person to person contact.  She asked what is the purpose 

of Cursillo, to make disciples or to make Cursillistas?  We must know the friends we invite and show 

them through our lives how Cursillo is impactful to us.  We must also be willing to accompany our 

friends before they live their weekends as well as afterwards.   Do we really believe what we 

preach?  Then let our everyday actions speak for us. 
 

Our third speaker, Art Garcia, covered kerygma and the three days of the weekend.  How our talks 

are most effective when given through the experiences of the speaker, more than just passing on 

facts.  The nature of the message is reinforced by the living witness.  In preparing the rollos, we 

should take adequate time for self-reflection; really understand the points to be covered.  Ask if we 

really believe the points and if we are living those points.  We might encounter three obstacles in 

our efforts:  ourselves, the candidates and the community.  In ourselves, we must resist giving a 

purely catechetical talk; in the candidate we must strive to see Christ’s image; in the community, we 

must be consistent between what we preach and what we live.  It is our responsibility as a 

community to be welcoming to the new Cursillistas, to learn their stories as they live their 4
th

 day. 
 

It was a blessed morning with three inspiring and encouraging witnesses to the movement of God 

in our lives and how we can all share that message through our everyday speech and actions.  
 

The next School of Leaders is scheduled for Saturday, June 22 at St. Mary Church in Kutztown.   
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JUNE 2019    

Sat., Jun. 1 Ultreya St. Benedict, Plowville 9:00 AM  

Sat., Jun. 22 School of Leaders St. Mary, Kutztown 8:30 AM  

Mon., Jun. 24 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

Sat., June 29 Kick-off Mass & Picnic St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 10:30 AM  

JULY 2019    

Sat.,  Jul. 6 Ultreya St. Benedict, Plowville 9:00 AM  

Mon., Jul. 8 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

Mon., Jul. 15 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

July 18-21 National Encounter University of Scranton   

Mon., Jul. 22 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

AUGUST 2019    

Sat., Aug. 3 Ultreya St. Benedict, Plowville 9:00 AM  

Mon., Aug. 12 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

Mon., Aug. 19 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

Mon., Aug. 26 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

SEPTEMBER 2019    

Mon., Sept. 19 Allentown Ultreya Cathedral, Allentown, Parish Activities Ctr. 7:00 PM  

Sat., Sept. 28 School of Leaders St. Mary, Kutztown 8:30 AM  

Mon., Sept. 16 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

OCTOBER 2019    

Mon., Oct. 7 Send-Off Mass St. Columbkill, Boyertown 7:30 PM  

Oct. 10-13 Men’s Weekend Drop-off at St. Francis Ctr. for Renewal 6:00 PM  

Sat., Oct. 12 Men’s Palanca Mass St. Columbkill, Boyertown 10:00 AM  

Sun., Oct. 13 Men’s Closing Mullen Hall, St. Francis Ctr. for Renewal 5:00 PM  

Oct. 17-20 Women’s Weekend Drop-off at St. Francis Ctr. for Renewal 6:00 PM  

Sat., Oct. 19 Women’s Palanca Mass St. Columbkill, Boyertown 10:00 AM  

Sun., Oct. 20 Women’s Closing Mullen Hall, St. Francis Ctr. for Renewal 5:00 PM  
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